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Alice in Wonderland

(inspired by Lewis Carroll)

Written by Nika Štěpánková

Translated by the Domino Theater
***

Alice: (coming in and making bubbles) Rosie has her birthday today! Rosie is my sister. She is 14 years old. This is my Mum, this is my Dad. And that is my Uncle. And I am Alice.

Uncle: Hello Rosie, you are 14 already! Time is running fast. Happy Birthday!

Rosie: Thank you, Uncle Paul.

Dad: Dear Rosie, we wish you a happy birthday!

Rosie: Thank you, Daddy!

Mum: Happy birthday, darling! And here is a present for you.

Rosie: A book! Harry Potter! Thanks Mum!

Alice: (singing Happy Birthday)

Uncle: A double-decker bus!

Dad: Supernatural!

Alice: Rosie, come and play with me!

Rosie: Be quiet.

Mum: A standing ovation!

Alice: Rosie, look, a white rabbit!

Rosie: Be quiet! Here you are. (gives her the book)

Uncle: A university!

Alice: Look! A white rabbit!

Dad: Be quiet!

Mum: A railway station!

Alice: (sits down with the book, the others are leaving the stage)

I can’t read yet. But I like the pictures in here.

White rabbit: It’s too late! Oh no! It’s too late!

Alice: Look, a white rabbit. What time is it? Oh, an apple tree! Apple tree, do you know what the time is?

Apple tree: It’s spring. I’m blooming. And after a while there will be summer and there will be summer apples on me. And then there will be autumn and all my leaves will fall down.

Alice: What time is it? What time is it, snake? Can you tell me, please?

Snake: Six minutes and six seconds past six.

Alice: Excuse me, crow, what’s the time?

Crow: A quarter to three. It’s afternoon.

White rabbit: It’s too late! Oh no! It’s too late!

Alice: Wait!

Apple tree: And after that there will be winter, a time for me to sleep.

Alice: (runs after him and jumps into the hole) Where am I? Oh, there are four doors here. (knocks) Is there anybody in there? This door is big but this one is bigger. This door is wonderful! (turns in it) Oh no! I’m here again. (looks through the keyhole) I can’t see anything. That door is too small.

(knocks) Can I go in? Nothing, a key! I found a key! This keyhole is too big. This key is too small. Hooray! This is the right keyhole for my key! What a beautiful garden in there! And a small bottle behind the door. I’m too big to get there. (puts the key on the top of the door and closes the door) I’ll put the key on the top. And here is a sign: Drink me. OK. (getting smaller and smaller) Hooray! Now I’m small and I can get in! Oh no. The door is closed and the key is on the top. (picks up a cake) And here is a little cake with a sign: Eat me! OK. (getting bigger and bigger, picks up the key and opens the door) Now I can go in! No, I can’t! I’m too big! (starts to cry)

White rabbit: Oh the Duchess, the Duchess! If I come late, I’m in trouble!

Alice: Excuse me, sir...

White rabbit: (is frightened, drops gloves and a fan and runs off)

Alice: (still crying and getting small again) I’m smaller and smaller! Oh no, water! My tears! Help! Help me, please! Hello, who are you?

Fish:
 I’m a fish and who are you?

Alice: I am Alice.

Fish:
 Nice to meet you, Alice! Good bye!

Alice: Good bye, fish.

Jellyfish: Hello. I’m a jellyfish and who are you?

Alice: I’m Alice.

Jellyfish: Nice to meet you Alice! Good bye.

Alice: Good bye, jellyfish.

Seahorse: Hello, Alice, I’m a seahorse.

Alice: Hello, seahorse.

Seahorse: Good bye, Alice.

Alice: Good bye, seahorse! And who are you?

Turtle: I’m a turtle. A very old and a very big turtle.

Alice: Uh huh, and where are you swimming?

Turtle: There and back again.

Alice: I’m getting out of the water now. Brrrr, it’s so cold and I’m wet!

Reporter: Welcome everybody, welcome Kangaroo , welcome Ostrich , welcome Frog...Vážení televizní diváci, vítám vás při sledování běžeckých závodů. Vítáme na startu prvního soutěžícího, kterým je Alenka. Proč jste se, Alenko, rozhodla soutěžit?

Alice: I want to get dry.

Reporter: Alenka bude soutěžit, aby uschla. Ano, tak to je pádný důvod. Druhým naším soutěžícím je klokan. Proč jste se přihlásil do dnešního závodu?

Kangaroo: I’m the fastest jumper and I’m going to beat Alice.

Reporter: Klokan se jako nejrychlejší skokan chystá porazit Alenku. No uvidíme. Třetím soutěžícím je pštros. Vítáme vás. Proč jste se vy rozhodl zúčastnit?

Ostrich: I’m the fastest runner and I’m going to win.

Reporter: Pštros se jako nejrychlejší běžec také pokusí zvítězit. Zdá se, že Alenka má silnou konkurenci. Posledním soutěžícím je žába. Proč jste se vy rozhodla soutěžit?

Frog: I want to win.

Reporter: I žába je rozhodnutá dnes zvítězit. Tak vážení diváci, soutěžící jsou připraveni na startu. Ready, steady, go!

A pštros se zasekl na startu, zřejmě jej vyděsila startovní pistole, tak to je opravdu smůla. Vedení se ujímá žába, ale co to? Žába se obrací a běží na opačnou stranu!

Frog: Help! Help me! A stork!

Reporter: Ale zpět k našemu závodu. Vedení se ujímá klokan, ale pozor, Alenka skáče a usazuje se v klokaní kapse. Ano, sláva, již známe vítěze a je to Alenka, která vítězí o celou kapsu. Gratulujeme Alence.

White rabbit: It’s too late! Oh no! It’s too late! Oh the Duchess, she will punish me, if I’m late! Oh, where did I put the gloves? Mary, what are you doing here? Go home immediately and bring me the gloves! Quickly!

Alice: Yes, Mr Rabbit. (finds the gloves and a bottle) Look, another bottle. I’ll drink it, let’s see what happens. (gets bigger)

White rabbit: Mary, the gloves! Quickly! What’s with the door? Why can’t I open it? Never mind, I’ll go through the window.

Alice: No you won’t! (tries to catch him, he screams and falls down) 

White rabbit: Anton, Anton, help! And now tell me, what’s in my window?

Anton: A hand, sir.

White rabbit: A hand? Why?

Anton: I don’t know, sir.

White rabbit: Make the hand go away! Didn’t you hear?!

Anton: I did hear you, sir. But how shall I do it? (they quietly consult it, Anton reaches for the hand and Alice hits him) See that? It’s impossible!

White rabbit: Go through the chimney.

Anton: I’m scared!

White rabbit: Don’t be scared and climb! (Anton flies out) Anton, what are you doing?

Anton: I’m climbing up the chimney, sir.

White rabbit: Anton, where are you now?

Anton: On the roof, sir.

White rabbit: Anton, where are you now?

Anton: On the chimney, sir.

White rabbit: Go in!

Anton: I’m going in, sir.

Alice: One, two, three.

Anton: Ouch, ouch! It kicked me!

White rabbit: Stones! Throw in some stones!

Alice: Stop it, immediately! Look, a cake… Oh no! Now I’m too small!

Caterpillar: (sitting on a mushroom and smoking a pipe)

Alice: Hello.

Caterpillar: Hello.

Alice: Do you know how I could get bigger?

Caterpillar: Well, yes I do.

Alice: How?

Caterpillar: If you take from the one side, you’ll get bigger. If you take from the other side, you’ll get smaller.

Alice: From the one side of what? From the other side of what?

Butterfly: From the one side of the mushroom. From the other side of the mushroom.

Alice: (tries the mushroom and she’s changing and in the end she is her normal size)

Servant: A letter for the Duchess.

Duchess: A letter for me?

Servant: Yes, madam.

Duchess: From whom?

Servant: From the Queen

Duchess: An invitation for a game of beachball?

Servant: Yes, madam.

Duchess: (a child starts screaming) Silence. (she is calming him down violently) Give me that! Ah, an invitation for a game of beachball. From the Queen! A new dress! A new hat! 

Alice: Wait a moment! And what about the child? You’ve left your child here! (child grunts) Hey, you! Don’t do “oink oink”! You are a child, not a pig! (she unwraps him). What the... you are not a child, you are a pig! Don’t run away! Wait! Piggie, where are you? It’s gone.

Cat: (a song)

Alice: You are a beautiful cat. Whose cat are you?

Cat: I am the Duchess’ cat.

Alice: What can you do?

Cat: I can make faces.

Alice: Me too. Look.

Cat: (competing in making faces) You are good at it. 

Alice: I love you.

Cat: I love you, too.

Alice: Cat, what is there?

Cat: The White rabbit’s house.

Alice: I don’t want to go there. I have already been there. And what is there?

Cat: It’s the Shoemaker’s house.

Alice: Well, I’d like to go there.

Cat: Are you going to see the Queen’s beachball?

Alice: I haven’t been invited.

Cat: Well, I am inviting you. See you there. Bye.

Alice: Bye bye.

Alice: Hello…

Rabbit, Shoemaker, Sleeper: (sitting behind the table, the sleeper sleeping) There is no place here! There is no place here! 

Alice: There is enough space here. 

Shoemaker: So sit down!

Alice: Yes, please.

Shoemaker: More salt or is that enough?

Alice: What? Tea with salt?

Rabbit: There is no sugar. We don’t have any. We’ve run out of sugar.

Alice: So tea without sugar and without salt.

Shoemaker: As you wish.

Alice: And with milk.

Rabbit: There is no milk, we don’t have milk, we’ve run out of milk.

Shoemaker: So tea with beer.

Alice: God no.

Shoemaker: As you wish. Yuk! Would you like a roll and butter?

Alice: Yes, please.

Shoemaker: Ham?

Alice: Yes.

Shoemaker: And with jam, mustard, whipped cream, lemon juice and ice-cream and ketchup and sugar...

Rabbit: There is no sugar, we don’t have sugar, we’ve run out of sugar.

Sleeper: There is no sugar, we don’t have sugar, we’ve run out of it.

Rabbit: Have you finished eating?

Alice: Yes.

White rabbit: Move one place back.

Alice: Why?

Rabbit, Shoemaker, Sleeper: There is no place, there is no place here!

Alice: There is enough space here.

Shoemaker: So sit down.

Alice: Thank you.

Shoemaker: Do you want a cup of tea?

Alice: Yes, please.

Shoemaker: More salt or is it enough?

Alice: What? Tea with salt?

Rabbit: There is no sugar. We don’t have any. We’ve run out of sugar.

Alice: So tea without sugar and without salt.

Shoemaker: As you wish.

Alice: And with milk.

Rabbit: There is no milk, we don’t have milk, we’ve run out of milk.

Shoemaker: So tea with beer.

Alice: God no.

Shoemaker: As you wish. Yuk! Would you like a roll and butter?

Alice: Yes, please.

Shoemaker: Ham?

Alice: Yes.

Shoemaker: And with jam, mustard, whipped cream, lemon juice and ice-cream and ketchup and sugar...

Rabbit: There is no sugar, we don’t have sugar, we’ve run out of sugar.

Sleeper: There is no sugar, we don’t have sugar, we’ve run out of it.

Rabbit: Have you finished eating?

Alice: Yes.

White rabbit: Move one place back.

Alice: What a crazy snack! Good bye.

(two doors appear on the stage)

Alice: Oh, those doors again. (reaches up, finds a key) A key. Will they open or not? (she unlocks the both of them, they open and behind them there stand two cards, the King and the Queen)

Alice: Please, let me in.

White rabbit: Hello, Alice, welcome to the Queen’s beachball. Here is your racket. You rival is the Duchess.

Duchess: Good afternoon, Alice, what a beautiful weather today. The sun is shining, some rain... Can you play beachball?

Alice: I don’t know.

Duchess: Well, we will see who wins and who loses his head.

Queen: Are you ready?

Duchess and Alice: Yes.

Queen: Well, the Duchess starts… Go!

Duchess: (tries to strike the bubble) Oh no, oh God no...

Queen: A very bad game! Behead her! (leaves)

Duchess: Mercy on me, mercy on me, Queen. 

White rabbit: Excuse me, dear Duchess, but an order is an order. (lifts the sword)

King: Stop! You are free, Duchess.

Duchess: Thank you, thank you, my King. (everybody except Alice leaves)

Cat: Hello, how are you?

Alice: This is not a good game. You want to strike a bubble and it always breaks. Look. It’s impossible.

Cat: How do you like the Queen?

Alice: The Queen? I don’t like her at all. (the Queen appears on the horizon, Alice notices her) She is a very good beachball player. No one can beat her. (the Queens starts laughing and disappears)

King: Who are you talking to, Alice?

Alice: To my friend Cat.

King: I don’t like her but she can kiss my hand. (stretches out his hand, the cat scratching him)

Cat: Here you are!

King: Ouch! I’ll tell the Queen and she will cut your head off. And I will not feel sorry for you! Wait!

Cat: No way. No more waiting. Bye bye. Alice!

Alice: Bye and run quickly.

Cat: Don’t worry. (run off)

King: Where is your cat?

Alice: She is not my cat, she is the Duchess’ cat.

King: Where is the Duchess?

Alice: The Queen has punished her, don’t you remember? The Duchess was playing beachball with me, she lost the game and her head. When the White rabbit was lifting the sword you shouted: Stop! You are free, Duchess.

King: Shhh! We will not talk about it any more.

Queen: Where is the bad cat?

Alice: I am afraid, I don’t know.

Queen: Don’t lie!

King: She was here a while ago. Maybe, she has run away. Let’s leave it, darling.

Queen: My last question: Where is the bad cat? 

Alice: I don’t know.

Queen: So I will punish you. You will lose your head.

Alice: No way.

Queen: Be quiet!

Alice: I won’t be quiet! No one is afraid of you. You are just cards. Just simple paper cards.

Queen: Punish her! Behead her. (Alice fighting with the cards, the King and the Queen fall onto the ground)

Alice: (appearing and yawning, going through the toys)

Rosie: Already up, Alice? I didn’t want to wake you up… (to the others) Alice is already up!

Uncle: Well, we can have the cake now. Come on, Alice, we have been waiting only for you.

Alice: Well, alright, I will have a cake with jam, mustard, lemon juice and ice-cream and ketchup and sugar…

Uncle: There is no sugar, we don’t have sugar, we’ve run out of sugar.

The End
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